
October 24, 2022 
League of Women Voters of Deschutes County 
 
Deschutes County Community Development 
Caroline House, Senior Planner 
P.O Box 6005 
Bend Oregon, 97708-6005 
Caroline.House@deschutes.org 
 
Re:  
TBR 247-22-000678-MC 
Thornburgh Resort Hearing 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to share our concerns about the proposed Thornburgh resort. 
 
The League of Women Voters of Deschutes County supports policies that ensure an adequate supply of 
low and moderate income housing especially during times of rapid growth. Thornburgh Resort will 
promote high cost housing and seasonal use of second homes and tourist accommodation which will 
impact resources at a time of low availability and high use. Resource allocation should benefit the 
community as a whole. 
 
Creation of rural resorts can lead to suburban developments that require services from nearby towns. 
Rural development results in harassment and displacement of wildlife, loss of habitat, increased traffic 
on rural roads, air and water pollution, loss of dark nights, and noise. We encourage Deschutes County 
planners to communicate and work closely with OWRD, ODFW, and DEQ in considering the Thornburgh 
Resort proposal and protecting the interests of the people.  
 
Thornburgh’s lengthy application made a very good case for leaving both the mitigation water and the 
groundwater in the natural hydrologic system for most benefit to the public interest. A recent study by 
Strauss and Yinger modeled summer declines in streamflow and groundwater recharge in high 
elevations of as much as 69% to 86% in Tumalo and Whychus tributaries of the Deschutes River. The 
mitigation program was developed to increase streamflow in the winter in the upper Deschutes and 
protect streamflow for the Lower Deschutes. The middle Deschutes with its complicated geology and 
hydrology is in the General Zone of Impact and the withdrawal vs. recharge flow is not a one to one 
proposition in time, place or quality.  
 
While we appreciate the recent efforts by the Thornburgh Resort to reduce water use there remain 
concerns.  

• The withdrawal of ground water from 6-8 deep wells is likely to draw down already declining 
water levels in surrounding exempt and permitted wells with senior water rights. 

• The effect of extracting cool ground water of high quality to use for ponds, commerce, golf 
courses and homes will warm the water, contaminate it with chemicals and human waste, and 
reintroduce it to the groundwater and “downflow” wells and streams.  

• Groundwater withdrawals in summer will reduce the thermal buffering provided to the middle 
Deschutes River at a time when Irrigation districts are diverting large quantities of water at 
Bend.  

• Cities increase their groundwater withdrawals in summer for irrigation and tourism.  
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• There is no resiliency plan should its anticipated water requirements result in instability of the 
area water tables.  

 
Water belongs to the public in Oregon, available to be leased for beneficial purposes without waste. The 
League of Women Voters of Oregon believes that water is a resource that should be managed for the 
benefit of the public and as sustainable habitat for all life forms. The community is concerned that pure, 
cold drinkable well water is being used for irrigation, ponds and golf courses with subsequent impacts 
on wildlife and recreation.  Allocation for long term use of water in the face of a drought and the 
certainty of vulnerability to unpredictable precipitation and climate warming does not provide resiliency 
for the community. 
  
The League supports collaborative and comprehensive Basin Planning for conservation and 
management of ground and surface water and the improvement of water quality.  We would encourage 
the County to participate in Basin planning with OWRD and/or DBWC to develop resource-based 
policies. 

 
League of Women Voters of Deschutes County 
President, Carol Loesche 
PO Box 1783, Bend, Oregon 97709 
219-916-4344 
csloesche@gmail.com 
info@lwvdeschutes.org 
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